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Dear DISQUIET 2019 Residents,

Welcome to the third annual DISQUIET International Literary 
Program Residency in the Azores! 

A trip to the Azores can feel like discovering the best kept secret in Europe. 
In fact, the print edition of Lonely Planet Portugal neglects the Azores 
altogether, and Frommer’s sums up the Azores in one paragraph, as an 
“offbeat travel experience” on a “lonely archipelago.” 

The Azores of today is a fast-changing archipelago of nine volcanic islands, 
each with its own rich culture and unique personality. In addition to the 
cultural institutions—the university, the white and black basalt churches, 
the tea and pineapple plantations— nature might be the real star of the 
show, with its waterfalls, hot springs, blue and green lagoons, dramatic sea 
cliffs, lush flora and underground lava tubes. There’s much to see and do. 

Our hope in designing this residency is that you will be energized by the 
richness of this place, and that some of that energy gets channeled into 
the work you do while you are here. In the mornings we will gather as a 
group to write in the botanical garden, and in the evenings, we might share 
some of what we’ve been working on at the two open mics. We’ll also have 
a chance to engage with the Azores through our discussion with visiting 
Azorean writers, and with the half-day trips to Furnas and Sete Cidades. 
 
We’ve tried to balance the undistracted solitude required to get good work 
done with a chance to meet the island and come away with a sense of the 
Azores as anything but a lonely archipelago. 

The following guide includes everything you need to know about the 
residency, including local restaurant recommendations, bios on your fellow 
residents, staff, and guest authors, as well as packing tips, a schedule,  
and more. 
  
Should you have any questions during your stay, don’t hesitate to contact us 
at disquietilp@gmail.com.  
 
Até breve!

The Centro Nacional de Cultura and DISQUIET staff
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I. ABOUT PONTA DELGADA & THE AZORES

 GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION
The autonomous region of the Azores is an archipelago of nine islands in the North 
Atlantic Ocean, west of continental Portugal and the African coast, and southeast of 
Canada. 

 LANGUAGE
Portuguese is Latin in origin and the third most widely spoken European language 
in the world. It is the mother tongue of around 220 million people. In the Azores, 
each island has its own thriving regional dialect.

 DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
Approximately 247,000 people live in the Azores, with about 45,000 of those people 
in Ponta Delgada.

 NEIGHBORHOODS
Each of the islands are known for unique characteristics:

Corvo: home to only 400 people, this island is famous for its birdwatching and diving 
(including inside of a cave with a skylight) and most of all for its famous volcanic caldeira. 

Flores: the island which takes its name from the Portuguese for flowers—and that 
should give you some indication of the beauty of the place, covered in thousands 
of hydrangeas. The entire place is a Unesco Biosphere Reserve. Like many of the 
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Azores, its population fell dramatically in the 19th century because of immigration 
to the United States and elsewhere.

Faial: great for whale-watching and home to Capelinhos, which erupted in 1957 and 
drove mass emigration from the island. The old city of Horta is famed as a stopover 
point for yachts crossing the Atlantic, and is the home of a legendary sailors’ bar/
scrimshaw museum.
 
Pico (aka the Mountain Island): famous for its hiking and unmistakeable, dramatic 
volcano (about a 4-hour hike each way), which is sometimes capped in snow. It’s 
covered in vineyards protected from the wind by ancient stone walls. 

São Jorge: famous for its fajãs (flat strips of land that stretch out into the sea, 
formed by lava flows or the collapse of cliffs). Also well known for natural stone 
pools, canyoning, and hiking. Arguably the best cheese in the archipelago is 
produced here (arguably—every island has its own special cheese!). 

Graciosa: the second smallest island, known for its pastries, sea baths, and a fairly 
new four-star hotel costing seven million euros to build. 

Terceira: of interest to history buffs for the Azores’ oldest city, and to everyone else 
for the vineyards and swimming, including a longtime gay beach.
 
São Miguel (aka the Green Island): the largest, most populated of the islands, and 
the location of our residency. Plenty of daytrips for hiking, swimming, and floating 
in hot springs. There will be optional half-day trips to the two most famous sites: 
Furnas and Sete Cidades. 

Santa Maria (aka the Sun island): the Azores is known for its diving, but less so for 
its beaches. This is not the case with Santa Maria, which has white sand beaches, 
warmer water, and a curiously Mediterranean climate. Interesting fact: it has been 
hit by two hurricanes named Gordon.

 GETTING AROUND
All events are located near the hotel and are very walkable. For the half-day 
excursions, transportation has been arranged and paid for. Please see the schedule 
for departure times. If you feel like a taking a trip to the beach or anywhere else on 
the island, a taxi can be ordered from the front desk and provide you with a number 
to call for your return trip. 



INTERNATIONAL LITERARY PROGRAM 09

 EATING & DRINKING
Food in the Azores can be a hit or miss experience, with a focus on American-sized 
portions. But when it goes right, it is simple, delicious and fresh, with incomparable 
seafood and incredible cheeses. Note that you will be charged for the bread and 
butter etc. automatically brought to your table at the start of a meal (called couvert).
You can feel free to refuse it as long as you haven’t eaten any yet. You’ll want to add 
a 10% tip to the bill in most restaurants. Note also that dinner starts a bit later than 
in North America, beginning around 8pm and going until about 11pm.  

There are plenty of excellent restaurants in the Ponta Delgada. These are some  
of our top recommendations. Dinner reservations are encouraged, if not required,  
at the more popular spots in town and the hotel will be happy to make reservations 
for you, but don’t worry, you won’t go hungry.

A Tasca: popular with locals and tourists alike, this aptly-named tasca servers up 
seafood, meat dishes, and excellent desserts. Because it can be quite popular, 
expect a bit of a wait if you don’t have reservations at night. Our opening reception 
will be held here on Sunday, July 7. Rua do Aljube, 16.

Abracadabra Gelateria: everyone has a favorite ice cream shop in Ponta Delgada, 
and this one is ours. It’s cheap and delicious and flavors include cashew, lime, and 
mixed berry. Rua Doctor Gil Mont Alverne Sequeira, 2.

Armazéns Cogumbreiro: this minimalist and airy spot is good for a quick, light 
lunch near the hotel. Features salads, quiches, burgers, and vegetarian options,  
as well as crepes and gelato. Rua Machado dos Santos, 6

Forneria São Dinis: sometimes you just want pizza. Or ribs. Or pizza and ribs. This 
place is a little bit of a walk, and often a little bit of a wait, but tends to be a popular 
night out for participants. Because of the distance, reservations are encouraged 
(but they also do delivery). Rua Padre Fernando Vieira Gomes, 20.

Rotas da Ilha Verde:  a vegetarian restaurant highly recommended by everyone  
on staff. Limited lunch menu available. Dinner reservations strictly required.  
Rua Pedro Homem, 49.

Reserva Bar: a tapas spot with good wine on a dead-end alley that may appear 
closed from the outside. Again, we recommend booking ahead—there’s only seven 
tables in the place. Travessa do Aterro, 1.
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Sabores: an inexpensive little sandwich and juice stand inside the north corner 
of Mercado da Graça (the food market). Everything is (lovingly) made to order and 
produced locally. A great option if you arrive early and are looking for a light lunch 
before check-in. Mercado da Graça.

The outdoor cafes along the water at Solmar Mall: don’t let their appearance 
deceive you, these seemingly unremarkable cafes are actually a great, cheap spot 
for writers to meet and hang out. There’s also a bookstore in the mall (Livraria 
SolMar, host of our second open mic) that has some English language books,  
and also a grocery store. Solmar Avenida Center, Av. Infante D. Henrique, 71.

ADVICE FROM DISQUIET STAFF ON...:

... WHAT TO BRING:

They say that it’s possible to experience all four seasons in the Azores, so pack for 
warm, wet, and slightly cooler weather. 

The right footwear: With optional hikes and trips around town, we recommend 
comfortable footwear with good treads, especially useful on the slippery 
cobblestone streets after a rain shower. 

Comfortable clothes: All of our events are casual with the exception of the closing 
reception at the Consulate’s private residence, which should be considered 
business casual. 

A zipper bag: Handy for hikes, trips to the beach, or bringing a towel to the hot 
springs and saving on the towel rental fee.
 
A sweater/light jacket: July is the start of summer in the Azores, which means 
things will be heating up a little, but it’s not unusual for the temperature to shift ten 
degrees in a day. The average high in July is 73ºF (23 ºC) but with the humidity it 
can feel much warmer. At night it cools off to around 61ºF (16 ºC). 

An old bathing suit: We recommend bringing an old bathing suit so that you 
won’t be upset about any discoloration that can result from the iron in the natural 
caldeiras (hot springs).
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A rain jacket: While it doesn’t tend to rain for long, it does tend to rain.

...Getting Money and Saving Money: Banks are open Monday to Friday, 8:30AM-
2:30PM, and there are plenty of ATMs. Alert your bank ahead of time that you’ll 
be traveling in Portugal so they don’t cancel your card, and make sure you have a 
4-digit debit PIN, or your card may not work in Europe. If you need to change your 
PIN, do it as far in advance of the trip as possible.

....Electronics and Mobile Phones: To use North American electronic devices you’ll 
need both a converter (220V) and an adapter for continental European outlets 
(with two round prongs). Some devices, such as most laptops, come with voltage 
converters. (Occasionally North American devices, especially hair dryers and 
curling irons, get fried even with the appropriate converter and adapter.) North 
American mobile providers tend to charge astronomical international roaming 
rates. Know what you’re in for before turning on your phone in Portugal. If you have 
an unlocked phone that takes a SIM card, you can buy a Portuguese SIM card.

...Doing Laundry: It can be difficult or expensive to do laundry while at the residency. 
The hotel will clean and press your clothes for you, but the price varies per item 
(e.g. a silk blouse is 3.24€, a shirt is 2.99€, a t-shirt is 1.75€, socks are .50€, etc). 
We strongly suggest, if possible, packing enough clothes for the duration of your 
stay. Do pack a travel iron if you plan to be using one, as the hotel does not provide 
them in the rooms. 

...Being Wary: The crime rate is very low in the Azores. Most crime is petty theft  
and it can be a good idea to keep an eye on your belongings at the beach. 

...Around Town: There are many half-day excursions to be had in the Azores. We’ve 
organized two optional trips (see the schedule for more information), but there are 
also things to do in town, including Mercado da Graça, a food market that gets 
bustling on Saturday mornings and is great for cheeses, seafood, and fruit. Parque 
Atlantico is a decent-sized mall with a variety of shops, including a supermarket 
and a cinema that plays films in their original language with Portuguese subtitles. 
Whale watching expeditions leave daily from the harbor, with many guaranteeing 
money back if no whales or dolphins are seen. Gruta do Carvao is a lava tunnel 
that can be explored in a quick, easy tour, or a more in-depth one that will involve 
some crawling. We recommend you book ahead if you’re looking for the more 
adventurous tour. While not generally known for its beaches, São Miguel does offer 
black sand beaches (e.g. Praia das Milícias and do Pópulo) a short cab ride from 
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the hotel—the front desk will help you arrange transport. There is also a popular 
swimming spot just down at the harbor. The Azores are famous for their pineapples 
(smaller and sweeter than the ones you might know) and several plantations offer 
free tours, including Pineapples A Arruda.
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II. ABOUT THE RESIDENCY

 ARRIVING AT THE AIRPORT
Transportation from the airport to the hotel has been arranged through the hotel 
and paid for in full. Look for the DISQUIET sign in the arrivals section and find your 
driver. Depending on when you arrive, there might be other residents in the van 
with you. 

 LODGING
All residents will be staying at the Hotel do Colégio at Rua Carvalho Araújo, 39. 
Reservations are made under your own name. DISQUIET has arranged your room 
and paid in full, so you will only be responsible for any additional charges you might 
make (e.g. laundry or room service).  

 ORIENTATION AND OPENING RECEPTION
The orientation will take place on Sunday, July 7 at 7:15 pm in the room beside the 
pool at the Hotel do Colégio. Following the orientation, a buffet-style dinner will be 
served at A Tasca, beginning at 8:00pm.
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 CONTACT INFORMATION
Should you encounter problems at any time, you may contact DISQUIET or the CNC 
or the authorities using the phone numbers or emails below. (Any inquiries prior to 
departure, please contact us by email at disquietilp@gmail.com.)

CENTRO NACIONAL DE CULTURA
General (weekdays from 10 am to 7 pm):  
Telephone: +351 21 346 67 22
Teresa Tamen, CNC General Director for Activities   
Telephone: +351 96 761 03 25  |  ttamen@cnc.pt

DISQUIET STAFF
Brendan Bowles, ILP Program Coordinator 
Cellphone in Portugal: +351 968 637 739 | disquietilp@gmail.com
Oona Patrick, Luso-American Liaison
Cellphone in Portugal: +351 968 637 868 | disquietpatrick@gmail.com

PORTUGAL NATIONAL EMERGENCY NUMBER  112
Local Police  296 282 022 
Hospital do Divino Espírito Santo  296 203 000
(located at Av. Dom Manuel, Northwest of town center) 

 ABOUT CENTRO NACIONAL DE CULTURA
Centro Nacional de Cultura (CNC) was founded in 1945 as an “intellectuals’ club” 
in which to exchange ideas. It was the brainchild of a group of monarchists who 
wished to defend a free culture. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s it developed 
to become a democratic forum, and by the late 1970s, after the 25 April 1974 
revolution, it began a new phase under the team leadership of Helena Vaz da Silva. 
It now includes a range of activities addressed to a broad spectrum of the public: 
Sunday Walks, travel, training courses, international meetings and seminars, 
exhibitions, publications, literary and artistic competitions, prizes and grants, 
children’s activities, and providing cultural services for schools, corporations 
and foreign groups visiting Portugal. Currently CNC’s main objectives are to 
promote, defend, disseminate, and register Portuguese cultural heritage, promote 
“cultural tourism” based on an integrated idea of tourism, environment, heritage, 
and cultural itineraries, and to educate the younger generations about global 
citizenship. Its action can be summarized as a policy of “establishing contacts,” 
“articulating,” and “making things happen.” A branch was opened in 2006 in the city 
of Oporto. For more information see: http://www.cnc.pt/
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 ABOUT DZANC BOOKS
Dzanc Books, a non-profit 501(c)3 organization, was created in 2006 to advance 
great writing and champion those writers who don’t fit neatly into the marketing 
niches of for-profit presses and to advance literary readership and advocacy in 
the US and internationally. Dzanc publishes innovative and award-winning literary 
fiction and engages in literary community outreach. The DISQUIET imprint of Dzanc 
seeks to publish works whose scope is international in character and eagerly 
seeks out work in translation. One of its first titles was The True Actor by perennial 
DISQUIET guest Jacinto Lucas Pires. For more information on Dzanc see: 
http://www.dzancbooks.org/

 ABOUT ALBERTO DE LACERDA
The DISQUIET program is dedicated to the memory of Portuguese poet Alberto 
de Lacerda. We consider two of his most deeply held values to be important 
aspirations for the character of DISQUIET itself. Alberto lived in Mozambique, 
London, Austin, and Boston. With friends all over the world, he was a poet who 
spanned continents and cultures that served as the inspiration for his life and work. 
Alberto believed art should be judged on its own terms, not upon the value the 
culture assigned to it. Whether someone had published a lot or not at all was  
of no real concern to him. Artistic merit was the sole criteria. Alberto de Lacerda  
(1928–2007) was born in the island of Mozambique and died in London. He lived,  
in his own words, “for friendship and the things of the spirit.” This ethos is reflected 
in his estate, a vast collection of books, records, photos, manuscripts, letters,  
and works of art.

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The DISQUIET Program in the Azores would not be possible without the support 
and partnership of numerous organizations. Tremendous thanks to our longtime 
partners, The Luso-American Development Foundation, as well as to The Regional 
Government of the Azores and the US Consulate in Ponta Delgada. Thanks also for 
the support of all those who host our events: A Tasca, the José do Canto Botanical 
Garden, and the Ponta Delgada Library and Regional Archive.
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III. MEET THE RESIDENTS

Angela Abiodun is an emerging writer, using her reflections on utility, love, fear, 
and suppositions of the thoughts of inanimate objects to make sense of her lived 
experience. She lives between worlds and credits Moyamba, Abeokuta, and Detroit, 
among other places, for having a strong impact on how she understands the world. 
She sees how she lives her life as art, and her writing and how she moves, through 
dance and yoga, as the excavation process that once experienced allows her to live 
the life full of love, intimacy, and community that she desires.

Joy Wright Abbott is a writer and Land Use Planner from Pittsburgh, PA, USA. Joy’s 
poetry and short non-fiction have appeared on Best American Poetry blog, in Voices 
in the Attic Anthology Vol. XXIII, Landscape Architecture magazine and the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette. She is currently at work on a novel titled “Somewhere in the Middle 
of Leviticus,” a modern Southern Gothic coming-of-age tale set in the Ozark 
Mountains. Joy is a frequent participant in the Iowa University International Writing 
Program’s Massive On-line Open Classrooms; the Todos Santos Writers Workshop 
in Baja California Sur (MEX) and the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, MA. 
She is a two-time Resident at the Writers’ Colony at Dairy Hollow. Joy holds Masters 
degrees in Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning from the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, cum laude, from 
the University of Colorado, Boulder. 
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Donald Berk grew up in Brooklyn, New York. After college and service in the Air 
Force during Vietnam he worked twelve years overseas in industrial management, 
returning to the US for fifteen years in corporate techbiz, then ten more as founder 
of a software company in Chicago, selling it to retire in 2001. He holds an MFA in 
writing  from Bennington College and commercial pilot and flight instructor ratings 
and is still active in aviation projects. He published a novel in 2008, won a national 
first prize with a short story (Brass Ring contest), placed a few articles in aviation 
magazines and has poems in several regional anthologies. He runs and bikes daily, 
hikes, cooks…all the usual excuses for avoiding sitting at the keyboard.

Heather Bryant, a writer based in Sunnyside, NY, has published work in The 
Massachusetts Review, The Southeast Review, CURA: A Literary Magazine of Art and 
Action, Anchor Magazine, and multiple anthologies. Her essay, “Habitat,” won the 
Southeast Review Narrative Nonfiction Contest. She was an Emerging Writer-
in-Residence at Randolph College and has taught writing at Pace University 
and in workshops in New York City. She is working on a handbook for teens with 
transgender parents for Jessica Kingsley Publishers.

Lynn Chandhok received the 2006 Philip Levine Prize for her first collection of 
poems, The View From Zero Bridge. Her work has appeared in journals including 
Tin House, The New Republic, The Hudson Review, Missouri Review, Prairie Schooner, 
and Sewanee Theological Review, and in the anthologies Poetry Daily Essentials 
and Satellite Convulsions: Poems from Tin House. She holds a B.A. in English 
Literature from Swarthmore College and an M.A. in teaching from Tufts University. 
She teaches high school English in New York city and is working on her second 
collection.

Kathryn Domnick is a young writer from Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. Kathryn 
recently received her B.A. in English from The George Washington University and 
has attended writing workshops at The Aspen Institute’s Aspen Words Summer 
Words program in Colorado. Kathryn has spent time writing poetry and nonfiction, 
and she is currently in the process of creating a longer work of fiction which she 
hopes to turn into a debut novel. Kathryn’s work tends to center on women’s stories 
and the effects of childhood and inherited trauma. Post-residency Kathryn will 
continue to travel and write before settling back in Denver, Colorado.

Agnes Marton is a Hungarian-born poet, writer, librettist, Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Arts. Recent publications include her collection Captain Fly’s Bucket 
List and four chapbooks with Moria Books. She won the National Poetry Day 
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Competition in the UK, and an anthology she edited (Estuary: A Confluence of Art and 
Poetry) won the Saboteur Award. Her work is widely anthologized, some examples: 
‘Alice - Ekphrasis at the British Library’, ‘Anthem: A Tribute to Leonard Cohen’. In 
the award-winning exhibition project ‘Guardian of the Edge’  33 accomplished visual 
artists responded to her poetry. She has been a resident poet at the Scott Polar 
Research Institute, on a research boat in the Arctic Circle, and also in Iceland, Italy, 
Ireland, Portugal, Canada and the USA.

Michelle McGurk grew up in the Bayview Park neighborhood of San Pablo, a place 
she keeps reinventing in her fiction. As a reporter, she covered seniors’ issues and 
healthcare. She has worked in nonprofit communications and city government. She 
holds an MFA from Lesley University. Her fiction has been published in The Journal 
(online), Pangyrus, and Cherry Tree.

Angela Peñaredondo is a queer Pilipinx interdisciplinary writer, artist and educator. 
Angela is author of the chapbook Maroon (Jamii Publications) and All Things Lose 
Thousands of Times (Inlandia Institute, winner of the Hillary Gravendyk Poetry Prize). 
You can find Angela’s work in Black Warrior Review, AAWW’s The Margins, Four Way 
Review, Southern Humanities Review and elsewhere. Angela is a Kundiman, VONA/
Voices of our Nations Art fellow and Assistant Professor of Creative Writing and 
Digital Media at California State University San Bernardino. Please find Angela on 
https://search.csusb.edu/profile/Angela.Penaredondo 

Simon Shieh is a poet from upstate New York living in Beijing, China with his 
fiancée and dog. Simon teaches English and edits the Spittoon Literary Magazine, 
which translates and publishes the best new Chinese writers in English.

Anne Silva has an MFA in Creative Writing and Writing for the Performing Arts  
from University of California Riverside/Palm Desert, a BFA in Creative Writing  
from Goddard College, Vermont, a BA in Journalism from University of Hawaii  
and an AA in Child Development from San Diego Mesa College. Anne was most 
recently published in the Untamed Dreams – Faces of America anthology by 
Portuguese Heritage Publications. Her play Fish Tales had three staged readings 
and was selected for the San Diego Playwriting Festival. Anne’s poems have been 
featured in San Diego Poet’s Anthology, Willing Suspension of Disbelief and other 
publications. She is currently working on her memoir Bringing Dad to Samoa. It 
is set against the cultures of three fishing communities and changes in the tuna 
industry that have blended generations of her family. 



Carolyn Silveira is a poet and writer who grew up in California and now lives in New 
York. Besides writing, reading, and travel, she’s nerdy for public radio, social justice 
organizing, and especially gardening. Ask her about her failed attempts at flower 
farming. She currently works as the communications director for Hand in Hand: 
The Domestic Employers Network.

Shubha Venugopal holds an MFA in fiction and a PhD in English. She won Southern 
Indiana Review’s Mary C. Mohr fiction award, was a finalist for Nimrod International’s 
Katherine Anne Porter prize, a winner in The Master’s Review annual fiction 
competition and in Fish Publishing’s flash fiction competition. Twice nominated for 
a Pushcart Prize, her work appears in Southern Indiana Review, Nimrod International 
Journal Awards Issue, Fish Publishing Anthology 2017, Women Arts Quarterly Journal, 
The Masters Review Volume 5, BANG!: New Guard Review, Potomac Review, Post Road 
Magazine, Storyglossia, Word Riot, Mslexia, Literary Mama, and in the anthologies  
A Stranger Among Us: Stories of Cross Cultural Collision and Connection and the  
2009 Robert Olen Butler Prize Stories. She is a professor at California State 
University, Northridge.

Michael J. Vieira, Ph.D., retired in 2013 as Associate Vice President of Academic 
Affairs at Bristol Community College after serving three years as full-time faculty. 
He continues to teach at BCC, Wentworth Institute of Technology, and Eastern 
Nazarene College. Since 1974, he has been published in the Standard-Times,  
the Providence Journal, and magazines including SouthCoast Insider and Prime Times. 
Mike has written, co-written and edited several books, including A Brief History  
of Wareham, Determination: A Cambodian Family’s Journey, and New England Rocks. 
A graduate of Bridgewater State College (B.A. and M.A.T.), he holds a CAGS  
from Rhode Island College and a doctorate from Capella University. A native  
of Fall River, MA he lives in Swansea with his wife. They have two children,  
and two grandchildren. 
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IV. MEET THE GUEST AUTHORS

Karan Mahajan is the author of Family Planning, a finalist for the International 
Dylan Thomas Prize, and The Association of Small Bombs, which was shortlisted 
for the 2016 National Book Award, won the 2017 Young Lions Fiction Award from 
the NYPL, and was named one of the New York Times Book Review’s "10 Best 
Books of 2016." In 2017, he was selected as one of Granta’s Best of Young 
American Novelists. His reporting and criticism have appeared in the New York 
Times, Vanity Fair, The New Republic, The New Yorker Online, and other venues. 
From 2018-2019, he was a fellow at the Cullman Center for Scholars and Writers  
at the New York Public Library.  

Natasha Trethewey served two terms as the 19th Poet Laureate of the United 
States (2012-2014). A Chancellor of the Academy of American Poets, she is the 
author of five collections of poetry, Domestic Work (2000), Bellocq’s Ophelia (2002), 
Native Guard (2006)—for which she was awarded the 2007 Pulitzer Prize—Thrall, 
(2012) and, most recently, Monument: Poems New and Selected (2018). In 2010 she 
published a book of non-fiction, Beyond Katrina: A Meditation on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. She is the recipient of fellowships from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, the Academy of American Poets, the Guggenheim Foundation, the Rockefeller 
Foundation, the Beinecke Library at Yale, and the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced 
Study at Harvard. In 2017 she received the Heinz Award for Arts and Humanities. 
A member of both the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters, she is currently Board of Trustees Professor of 
English at Northwestern University.
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V. Program Schedule 
 open-to-the-public session

 GETTING THERE
 All events are walkable from the hotel except the half-day excursions. For these 
events, transport has been arranged, with pickup times from the hotel noted below.  

SUNDAY, JULY 7

7.15 pm | 8.00 pm ORIENTATION & INTRODUCTIONS
Hotel do Colégio
Rua Carvalho Araújo 39

Please find us by the hotel pool for a brief orientation and introductions.

8.00 pm | 9.30 pm WELCOME DINNER
A Tasca
Rua do Aljube 16

Following the orientation we will walk to A Tasca, one of the most popular 
restaurants in Ponta Delgada, for a buffet-style dinner.

MONDAY, JULY 8

8.45 am | 1.00 pm WRITING IN THE JARDIM
Rua Cidade Praia da Victoria 9

Meet in the hotel lobby at 8.45 am for the walk up to Jardim Botânico José  
do Canto, a seven-hectare botanical garden established in the mid-19th Century. 
Featuring species from all over the world, including Australia, Africa, Asia,  
and North and South America, it is registered in the Botanic Gardens  
Conservation Secretariat, a branch of UNESCO, and featured in the World Guide  
of Botanic Gardens.



PONTA DELGADA, JULY 7  JULY 16  2019 PROGRAM & GUIDE024

4.00 pm | 4.45 pm WALKING TOUR OF PONTA DELGADA
Meet in the lobby of the Hotel do Colégio
Rua Carvalho Araújo 39

Join us for an informal walking tour of Ponta Delgada. Alternatively, see “Around 
Town” under “About Ponta Delgada” for suggestions of what to do with a free 
afternoon.

TUESDAY, JULY 9

9.00 am | 1.00 pm WRITING IN THE JARDIM
Rua Cidade Praia da Victoria 9

6.30 DISCUSSION 
with ELAINE AVILA, PEDRO PAULO CÂMARA, CAROLINA CORDEIRO,  
and MADALENA SAN-BENTO, moderated by OONA PATRICK
Ponta Delgada Public Library and Regional Archive (Dining Room)
Largo do Colégio

Elaine Avila is the Fulbright Scholar at the University of the Azores and a Visiting 
Professor/Writer in Residence at Quest University Canada, Western Washington 
University and Pomona College. Her plays are produced in Panama City, Sintra, 
Pico, Costa Rica, London, New York, Australia, Los Angeles, Edmonton, Vancouver, 
Victoria and include: Jane Austen, Action Figure (Best New Play, Festival de los 
Cocos) Lieutenant Nun (Best New Play, Victoria Critics Circle), Burn Gloom (Canada 
Council Millennium Grant), Kitimat (Mellon Foundation Commission), Quality: the 
Shoe Play (New Works for Young Women Award, Tulsa University), Fado: the Saddest 
Music in the World (British Columbia Arts Council Awards to Creative Writers, 
Top Unproduced Latinx Plays in the U.S., SureFire List in Canada, Best Musical, 
Victoria), Café a Brasileira (Disquiet/Dzanc Books International Literary Program’s 
Short Play Award). She is distinguished as a descendentes notáveis (Notable 
Descendant) for her theater work by the Government of the Azores, Portugal.

Pedro Paulo Câmara published Perfumes, his first poetry book, in 2011. He 
participated in the “Jovem Criador Aveiro 2012” competition, and was distinguished 
with an Honorable Mention with his short story “Madrugadas.” He won the Azorean 
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competition “Descobrir Açores” in 2013 with his short story “ReDescobrir Açores.” 
He published the poetry book Saliências in 2013, and in 2014, he published his first 
historical novel, Cinzas de Sabrina.

Carolina Cordeiro (Port./ Engl. Studies, UAç) is a teacher and published author. 
Her work has been anthologized in Who’s Who in Poetry; “Entre o Sono e o Sonho”, 
Vol IV (Chiado Editora, 2013); in Antologia NPE - PARTE V (2014). Her publications 
include Invictas Brotassem (Chiado Editora, 2012); 2013, No Meu Tempo (Pastelaria 
Estudios); 2015, and Naquele Tempo (Letras Lavadas). Between 2014 and 2016,  
she was the winner of the poetry contest Calendário Artelogy 2014 and in 2016,  
the winner of the 4th edition of the Prize Escrita MiratecArts with the short-story 
“Conto da Mulher de Cordas.” She is a former collaborator with EscreViver (n)  
os Açores, and is active in local literary events and magazines. 

Oona Patrick is coeditor of the first all-Disquiet anthology, Behind the Stars, More 
Stars: The Tagus/Disquiet Collection of New Luso-American Writing (March 2019). 
This summer she was also the guest editor for an issue of Springhouse featuring 
Portuguese-speaking women in English translation, including several past Disquiet 
guest speakers. Her Patrício ancestors were codfishers from Ponta Delgada, but 
they immigrated to Cape Cod long ago—apparently for more cod. She’s pieced this 
and other stories together in a memoir called Salvage, for which she won a NYFA 
Fellowship in creative nonfiction. She works in publishing in NYC.

Madalena San-Bento is a writer, lecturer, member of the Board of the Cultural 
Institute of Ponta Delgada, and president of the Micaelense Equestrian Association. 
In 1989 she was awarded by the Youth Secretariat for the story “Chuva de Cinzas” 
(“Rain of Ash”) and in 1994 she received the Vitorino Nemésio Prize for her novel 
Os Expostos (The Exposed). In 2005 she was awarded by the Regional Secretary of 
Culture for the novel Diário das Mulheres Toleradas and in 2010 she published the 
children’s tale A Viagem de Aurora. In 2013 she published The Announced, in 2015 
The Editor, and in 2017 Terra Nostra Terra Sonhada–three historical novels. In 2018, 
with the support of the Parish Council of Maia (Ribeira Grande, São Miguel), she 
published Maia - Renewed Courage, A Love with Tradition. She currently serves as 
the director of the Public Library and Regional Archive of Ponta Delgada and can 
often be seen as an invited commentator on RTP Açores.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 10

9.00 am | 1.00 pm WRITING IN THE JARDIM
Rua Cidade Praia da Victoria 9

2.30 pm | 6.30 pm HALF-DAY EXCURSION TO PRAIA DAS MILÍCIAS
Pickup and dropoff at lobby of Hotel do Colégio

Weather permitting, meet in the lobby and we’ll head over to Praia das Milícias for 
the day. The hotel will provide beach towels.  

THURSDAY, JULY 11

9.00 am | 1.00 pm WRITING IN THE JARDIM
Rua Cidade Praia da Victoria 9

6.30 PARTICIPANT READING  
with guest author KARAN MAHAJAN
Ponta Delgada Public Library and Regional Archive (Dining Room)
Largo do Colégio

Sign-up sheets will be available during orientation.

FRIDAY, JULY 12

9.00 am | 1.00 pm WRITING IN THE JARDIM
Rua Cidade Praia da Victoria 9

2.30 pm | 7.45 pm HALF-DAY EXCURSION TO FURNAS
Pickup from lobby of Hotel do Colégio

For the first optional, half-day excursion we will drive to Furnas and then walk 
around the lake. Afterwards, we will visit Poça da Beija and relax in its hot springs. 
Bring an old bathing suit and comfortable walking shoes.
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SATURDAY, JULY 13

9.00 am | 1.00 pm WRITING IN THE JARDIM
Rua Cidade Praia da Victoria 9

6.30 PARTICIPANT READING  
with guest author NATASHA TRETHEWEY
LeYa SolMar Bookshop
SolMar Avenida Centro
Avenida Infante Dom Henrique 71

Sign-up sheets will be available during orientation.

SUNDAY, JULY 14

9.00 am | 1.00 pm WRITING IN THE JARDIM
Rua Cidade Praia da Victoria 9

2.30 pm | 7.45 pm HALF-DAY EXCURSION TO FIRE LAKE
Pickup and dropoff at lobby of Hotel do Colégio

For the second, optional half-day excursion we will hike Salto do Cabrito, relax in 
the thermal baths at Caldeira Velha and then visit Lagoa do Fogo (Fire Lake) before 
returning to the hotel. Bring an old bathing suit and comfortable walking shoes.

MONDAY, JULY 15

9.00 am | 1.00 pm WRITING IN THE JARDIM
Rua Cidade Praia da Victoria 9

6.00 | 7.30 pm FAREWELL COCKTAIL RECEPTION  
hosted by Consul Kathryn Ryan
American Consulate Official Residence in Ponta Delgada
Rua Príncipe de Mónaco, 6-2 F
9500-237 Ponta Delgada
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Our farewell reception will be held at the official residency of the American Consul, 
Kathryn Ryan. Light appetizers and drinks will be served.  

Please note this event is business casual. 

TUESDAY, JULY 16

Departure day. 



Notes



Notes





æ  ORGANIZATION

æ  SPONSORS

æ  SUPPORT


